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The ‘Basant-da+Meli’ was held in January at the tomb of Haqt- 
qat Rai, near the village of Kot Khwaja Said.’ The fair was held 
at the time of the blooming of the mustard seed, and its frequenters_ 
Wore yellow turbans or put mustard seed in their turbans, This 
fair cotamemorated for the martyrdom of Haqigat Rai, the only son 
of Bigh Mal Puri a Khatri of Statkot. While still a boy, his Mus- 
lim teacher uttered a few disgraceful words about Hindu gods. 
Young Hagiqat Rai probably born in 1719 A. D., could not tolerate 
itand he retaliated by making deprecatory a few remarks against 
Prophet Muhammad and Bibi Fat'ma Thus a mock trial was held 
at Lahore, and the order of death was pronounced against him. He 
was then chained to a pillae and caned till he fell as a martyr in 
1734.A. D. The whole of the non-Muslim population of the Pa5- 


jab wept over the martyrdom of Haqiqat Rai. 


The ‘Charaghan da Mela’ was held at the Shalamar Gardens 
on the fast Saturday and Sunday in March. Originally it was a rell- 
gious pilgrimage of the tomb of Madho Lal Hussain at Baghbanpura 
but as the fair became more popular it was shifted to the gardens. 
All classes of males and females attended the fair, but not the better 
classes of women A horse fair was held during the three days pre- 
ceding the great fair day. 


The ‘Ram Thamman’ fair was held in the village of Thamman 
near Kasiir, in April on the Hindu festival of Baisakhi. The railway 
had shorn most of its former importance as people preferred to visit 
the more important Baisakhi festival at Amritsar. 


Id-ul-Zuha was held on the tenth of Arabic month of Zil Hij in 
commemoration of Abraham's sacrifice of his son Ismail. A cow, 
a shecp, a goat or a camel was sacrificed by all good Mualime who 
ate some, and gave away the rest in alms. Id-ul-Fitr was ine festive: 
of breaking the fast that had been observed throughout the month 
of Ramzan. Prayers were offered at the Shahi and other mosques 
in the morning ; and in the evening a fair was held at the tomb of 
Shah Abdul Mu’ali outside the Mochi Gate. 
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